E-Learning Course — Photography & creating an audiovisual slide show.
Photography Preparation — Lesson 7 — Straightening crooked photographs.

7. Straightening Crooked Photos

At the end of this lesson you will be able to demonstrate how to straighten a
crooked photograph by using the ruler tool to draw a line over the crooked
part of the image and then by selecting Image > Rotate Canvas > Arbitrary,
the angle needed to straighten the image is automatically inserted into the

Rotate Canvas dialog box.

Step One:
Open the photograph that needs to be straightened. See figure 7.1.

Figure 7.1 Image that needs to be straightened

Step Two:
Select the Ruler Tool from the Toolbox. It may be hidden behind the
Eyedropper tool so just click and hold for a moment on the Eyedropper tool

until it appears in the fly out menu.
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Figure 7.2 Ruler Tool
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Step Three:
To straighten the horizon in this image drag a line across the horizon from left

to right with the Ruler tool as highlighted with the red outline in figure 7.3

Figure 7.3 Ruler tool

Step Four:
Photoshop automatically takes note of the angle, which is shown on the

Option bar.
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Figure 7.4 Options bar
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Step Five:

Select Image > Rotate Canvas > Arbitrary and the Rotate Canvas dialog box

will open.
flmagel Layer Select Filter Analysis View Window Hel
Mode » hoo |A:44c  L:33ee
Adjustments
Duplicate...
Apply Image...
Calculations...
Image Size... Alt+Ctrl+I
Canvas Size... Alt+Ctrl+C
Pixel Aspect Ratio
Rotate Canvas
Crop 90° CW
Trim... 90° CCW
Variables »|  Flip Canvas Horizontal
Apply Data Set... Flip Canvas Vertical
Trap...

Figure 7.5 Rotate Canvas Arbitrary menu

Photoshop has automatically inserted the angle as displayed in the options

bar - this is the proper angle of rotation needed to straighten the image.

N @ncw
Angle: [ %31
T S,

Figure 7.6 Rotate canvas dialog box
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Click OK. The image is now straight but there is a lot of white space around

the image, this needs to be removed.

White space

Figure 7.7 Straightened image

Step Six:

Crop the image to a specific size of 5x7”. Refer to lesson six to carry out this

procedure.

Figure 7.8 Straightened image

In the next lesson we will be able to demonstrate how to correct an over or

under exposed photograph using the Levels dialog box.
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